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Mission Statement of Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church is a community of believers in Jesus Christ who are willing to take 
risks to serve and worship God.  We exist to inspire each other in reaching out to others in God’s love 

through worship, youth ministry, ecumenical cooperation and stewardship of all our resources. 



Our Savior’s/ Melo Lutheran Churches 
Warren and Rural Angus, Minnesota 

Pastor David Peterson 
5th Sunday in Easter 10 May 2009 
This Sunday's image of how the risen Christ shares his life with us is the image of the vine. Christ the vine and we the branches 
are alive in each other, in the mystery of mutual abiding that we read of in the gospel and the first letter of John. Baptism 
makes us a part of Christ's living and life-giving self and makes us alive with Christ's life. As the vine brings food to the 
branches, Christ feeds us at his table. We are sent out to bear fruit for the life of the world. 
 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
PRELUDE Linda Hamrick (Melo) 
 Joan Peterson (OSL) 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Please stand if you are able 

GATHERING SONG “Faith of Our Fathers” ELW #813 
  
GREETING 
P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C:  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 
C:  And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
C:  O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live.  Nourish 
our life in his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and know the fullness of 
your joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
HYMN (Melo) “Lord, I Lift Your Name on High” ELW #857 
SPECIAL MUSIC (OSL)   Sunday School 
 

THE WORD 
THE FIRST READING Acts 8:26-40 
An angel of the Lord said to Philip, "Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes down 
from Jerusalem to Gaza." (This is a wilderness road.) 27So he got up and went. Now there was 
an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her 
entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning home; seated in his 
chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29Then the Spirit said to Philip, "Go over to this 
chariot and join it." 30So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, 
"Do you understand what you are reading?" 31He replied, "How can I, unless someone guides 
me?" And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. 32Now the passage of the scripture that 
he was reading was this:  "Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent 
before its shearer, so he does not open his mouth.  33In his humiliation justice was denied him.  
Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken away from the earth."  34The eunuch 
asked Philip, "About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about 
someone else?" 35Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to 
him the good news about Jesus.  36As they were going along the road, they came to some 
water; and the eunuch said, "Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?" 
38He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into 
the water, and Philip baptized him.  39When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the 
Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40But 
Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the 
good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 
 



L  The word of the Lord 
C  Thanks be to God 
 
PSALM Psalm 22:25-31 
From you comes my praise in the great assembly; I will perform my vows in the sight of those 
who fear the LORD. 
26The poor shall eat and be satisfied.  Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May 
your hearts live forever! 
27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD; all the families of nations 
shall bow before God. 
28For dominion belongs to the LORD, who rules over the nations. 
29Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship; all who go down to the dust, 
though they be dead, shall kneel before the LORD. 
30Their descendants shall serve the LORD, whom they shall proclaim to generations to 
come. 
31They shall proclaim God's deliverance to a people yet unborn, saying to them, "The LORD 
has acted!" 
 
THE SECOND READING 1 John 4:7-21 
Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God 
and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9God's love was 
revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live 
through him. 10In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be 
the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love 
one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love 
is perfected in us.  13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given 
us of his Spirit. 14And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior 
of the world. 15God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in 
God. 16So we have known and believe the love that God has for us.  God is love, and those who 
abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 17Love has been perfected among us in 
this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this 
world. 18There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with 
punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. 19We love because he first 
loved us. 20Those who say, "I love God," and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those 
who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not 
seen. 21The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love their 
brothers and sisters also. 
 
L The word of the Lord 
C Thanks be to God 
 
(Please stand if you are able) 
THE HOLY GOSPEL John 15:1-8 
[Jesus said:] "I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2He removes every branch in 
me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 3You 
have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me as I abide in 
you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you 
unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in 
them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. 6Whoever does not abide in 
me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, 
and burned.  7"If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and 
it will be done for you. 8My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my 
disciples." 



 
P The gospel of the Lord 
C Praise to you, O Christ 
 
SERMON     Pastor Dave 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  “Lord, Be Glorified” ELW #744 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
 He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again.  
 He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen   
 
Sit 

OFFERING  
 
(Please stand if you are able) 

OFFERATORY “Create In Me A Clean Heart” Insert 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (Begin and conclude the prayers by singing ELW #752) 
P:  Transformed by the life-giving power of the empty tomb, let us pray for the church, the 
world, and all those in need. 
A brief silence. 
P:  Nourished by the body and blood of the resurrected Christ, let us pray that the church may 
reach out in love and service to all who are hungry and thirsty. Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Nourished by the abundance of creation, let us pray for plentiful rains, fertile soil, and 
safety for all who plant and harvest our food. Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Nourished by the freedoms of voice and vote, let us pray for just leaders and representative 
governments to administer fairly and equitably for all. Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Nourished by a kind word and a gentle touch, let us pray for all who are suffering in body 
or spirit (especially). Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Nourished by the love of our mothers and of all who give motherly care, let us pray for 
strong bonds and tender affections in families and friendships. Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
P:  Nourished by the fruitful lives of the saints both here and departed (especially), let us pray 
for that day when we will abide with them in Christ, joined in one great congregation. Hear us, 
O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Hear our prayers, gracious God, and grant all that we need to live as your Spirit-filled 
people, in the name of the risen Christ.  
C:  Amen. 



 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 
BLESSING 
P:  Children by the grace of God, one in Christ, and inspired by the Holy Spirit, rejoice in the 
resurrection and live in hope, peace, and joy.  Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 
C:  Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN “Shine, Jesus, Shine” ELW #671 
 
DISMISSAL 
P:  Go in peace. Share the good news. 
C:  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia! 
 
POSTLUDE  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Abiding 
"Abide in me as I abide in you," Jesus says (John 15:4). Abide is not a commonly used word these days, 
yet its meaning comes through to us in the image of vines and branches in today's gospel. Just as 
branches abide in vines so that they may bear fruit, so too does Christ abide in us through God's love. 
The union—the abiding—is natural, healthy, and life-giving. Just as he abides in us, he says, also abide 
in me. 
 Martin Luther once observed that the branch does not need to be taught how to bear fruit, and 
neither does the branch count how many grapes it has produced. All this comes on its own accord, in a 
non-self-conscious way. There is no need to grow anxious over a quota, imposed by self or others. The 
key is to stay connected, to abide. 
 But with the abiding we can also discover deadness and dryness in our own branches. We have 
seasons in our lives we could describe as those of pruning: not experiencing the fullness God intends 
for us, or finding ourselves lacking the strength to trust the promises of God's love. Usually only in 
retrospect do we see how God's continuing, abiding presence sustained us even through our most trying 
of times. 
 Christ abides in us, even in our imperfect abiding. The baptismal grace poured out as sign and 
sacrament has abiding power when we lose hope or despair. In the rich imagery of the vine and the 
branches the life-giving sap of God's love flows from soil to root to vine to branch, to produce fruits 
which abide, and bear a remarkable resemblance to their source. 
Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2008 Augsburg Fortress. 
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress. 
 



 
Participants for Today’s Worship, May 10 
Acolytes:  Cory Myrfield 
Ushers:  Peder and Karen Larson 
Lector:   Karen Larson 
Psalm Readers:  6th grade 
Nursery:  Emily Swope 
Coffee Hosts:  Janice Lenhart and Emily Swope 
Melo Custodian:  Duane Filipi  (White) 
 
Participants for Next Sunday’s Worship, May 10 
Acolytes:  Allyson Hebert 
Ushers:  Senior Class and Peder Larson 
Lector:  Senior Class 
Nursery:  Emily Swope 
Coffee Hosts:  Deloris Sedlacek and Pat Williams 
Melo Custodian:  Mike Gallagher  (White) 
 
This week in the Parish 
Monday, May 11- Youth & Family Committee Meeting 7pm 
Wednesday, May 13- Priscilla/Ruth Circle 1pm at Good Sam Community Room 
 Choir Practice 7:00pm 
 New Member Class 7pm 
 Sarah/Dorcus Circle 7:30pm 
Saturday & Sunday- MWMN Synod Convention in Moorhead 
Next Sunday, May 17- Senior Recognition Sunday 
 Melo Worship 9:15am 
 OSL Worship 10:30am 
 MOOSE Meeting 1-3pm 
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May 3 
Attendance Offering 

 161 $2,567.25 
 

Prayer list 
Those in need: Mitchel Benson, 
LaVerne Owens, Phyllis Stinar, 
Vicki Polchow, Catie Blanchard, 
Cameo Folz, Larry Johnson, Leah 
Hamre, Brittany Dvorak, Joe Yeado, 
Ray Swanson, Marlys Kohlhase, 
Carla Carlson, Destiny Bolton 



 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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Warren Aglow A Community Lighthouse will host Judy Bratteli on Saturday, May 16th at the 
Warren Community Center at 9am.  Judy will be brining a message of commitment. 
 
Vacation Bible School will be held June 15-18th and will need many volunteers to help in 
various ways.  Please contact Leanne at 201-1064 or Shawn at 201-0312 if you are interested. 
 
Pathways needs your help to get camp ready.  Pathways workday will be at Minne-Wa-Kan 
May 16 and Lake of the Woods June 6 starting at 9am.  Bring work clothes, rags, gloves and 
rakes.  If you have a mower, weed eater, chainsaw & vacuum please bring them.  For more 
info check out www.pathwaysbiblecamps.com  
 


